
 

 

 

The Jezersko Principles for Climate 
Action 
British Council Climate Advocates’ priorities for Copenhagen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
05 October 2009



 

International climate camp  
Slovenia, 20-24 September 2009 

Background to the British Council International Climate Camp 

The year 2009 is of key importance for our climate as in December the Copenhagen Climate 
Conference must deliver a global climate agreement.  Such an agreement will provide the 
framework for climate actions across the globe following the end of the first commitment period of 
the Kyoto Protocol in 2012.  Reaching an agreement on climate change can be a path towards 
economic recovery and an investment with strong returns, today and for many generations to come. 
Delays and inaction will only make matters much worse for millions of people – and much more 
expensive.  These costs will dwarf any sums now being used for economic bailouts. 

In order to be part of, and contribute to, the process of forming the Climate Agreement, 30 
advocates from Great Britain, Finland, Denmark, Turkey, Hungary and Slovenia attended an 
“International Climate Camp” in Jezersko, Slovenia from 21 to 24 September.  

Experts helped delegates build an understanding of the process of negotiations on climate change 
and provided insights into the most important open issues for the negotiations, such as emission 
reduction targets, financing of climate actions and climate change technology transfer.  Delegates 
then collectively agreed their own priorities for Copenhagen and presented them in the Slovenian 
Parliament.   

In attendance at the Parliamentary address were representatives of the Slovenian Working Group 
for International Negotiations on Climate Change, the National Assembly, diplomats from the 
participating countries, representatives of the European Commission and United Nations and other 
individuals responsible for climate actions.  

The International Climate Camp was part of the British Council Challenge Europe Project, which has 
been operational since 2008.  This project provides opportunities for young people who are 
dedicated to protecting our climate to find effective ways of addressing climate change.  The project 
has recruited over 400 “Climate Advocates” from 17 European countries.  

This document is the output from that event – and summarises the priorities of European Climate 
Advocates in their words.



 

International climate camp  
Slovenia, 20-24 September 2009 

Climate Advocate priorities for Copenhagen 

Despite being together only three days, and despite coming from a diverse range of backgrounds, 
both professionally and culturally, we, the international Climate Advocates, came to a strong 
consensus as to the global priorities for Copenhagen. 

While not formal representatives of our countries, we speak for many in our countries and of our 
generation.  

We believe this is a crucial time for action.  A point at which the global community can make the 
choice between creating a better world - or walking knowingly into a living nightmare. 

We want... 

1. Binding targets for CO2 concentrations that give us a realistic chance of staying under a 2°C 
rise  

2. An alternative to GDP as a measure of progress  

3. To get the prices right: to reflect the true environmental and social cost  

4. Finance for structural change to low carbon transportation, green buildings and food 
production  

5. To ease technological transfer to developing countries  

6. To address global population growth  

7. An adequate contribution to the adaptation fund for developing countries  

8. A global sectoral approach to emissions reduction  

9. An agreement to establish mandatory targets at a national level for renewable energy 
production  

10. For all countries to establish a ministry dedicated to climate change to ensure 
implementation of agreed targets  

 

The following pages explain each of these priorities in turn.   

As you read, we ask you to consider how they could be pursued in your organisation, in your 
country, and internationally at Copenhagen.  We also ask you to consider the catastrophic 
consequences of not pursuing them.
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1.  Binding targets for CO2 concentrations that give us a realistic chance of staying under a 2°C rise 

 

The most ambitious commitment on the table from the European Union is to reduce emissions by 
30% on 1990 levels by 2020.   However, not only is this dependent on commitments by other 
countries, but according to IPCC research, it only gives us a fifty-fifty chance of keeping a global 
temperature rise below 2 degrees. 

We want the EU to lead the negotiations in Copenhagen from a stronger and more ambitious 
position.  Emissions reduction targets must be set at a domestic level, taking into account the 
national potential, and nations will then need to be held accountable for meeting those targets. 

We want short term targets to ensure emissions have peaked and begun to decline in the next five 
to ten years; and we want long term targets to ensure governments set their countries on the path 
to almost total decarbonisation in the next forty years. 

Our remaining priorities demonstrate practical policies and approaches we believe will support this 
crucial objective.
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2. An alternative to GDP as a measure of progress 

 

Climate change is a systemic problem which needs a systemic response.   

It’s all very well setting emissions targets, but while we continue to live in a consumption-driven 
system we will always be addressing the branches rather than the roots of the problem. 

Currently, we use GDP as the unique measure of success of countries.  Yet by its focus on economic 
growth at any cost, it is a measure which counts amongst its ‘successes’ air pollution, cigarette 
advertising and car crashes.   

Realistic and practical alternatives are available which incorporate quality of life, environmental 
sustainability and human happiness alongside monetary measures.   

o Bhutan, for example, has rejected GDP as their unique indicator of success and instead 
measures Gross National Happiness. 

o Closer to home, the European Commission has been looking ‘beyond GDP’ for the last two 
years; with a committee reporting back in August of this year proposing a roadmap to a new, 
more sophisticated measure. 

o President Sarkozy initiated a working group, led by Nobel Prize winners Professors Joseph 
Stiglitz and Amartya Sen, to look into alternatives to GDP, after finding that GDP did not 
adequately measure the wellbeing of French citizens. 

These are the first tentative steps.  But we need to accelerate these ideas towards implementation.  
We need to measure what matters to people rather than trapping ourselves in a consumption driven 
society by pursuing the narrow concept of success comprised in GDP.   
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3. To get the prices right: to reflect the true environmental and social cost  

 

Climate change is commonly thought to be the biggest market failure we have experienced.  The 
true reason for this failure is that we have underpriced our resources and used them excessively.   

The environmental and social cost of goods and services is not factored into their price, meaning it is 
often difficult and expensive for people to make the right choice. 

Products are designed for obsolescence.  It is usually cheaper to throw away and replace goods than 
get them repaired.  But we must remember that there is no longer any ‘away’ to throw things to. 

Worse still, many governments subsidise polluting activities and industries, effectively encouraging 
polluting behaviour.  For example, aviation fuel is untaxed whilst fuel for greener methods of 
transportation is taxed. 

We need to address this immediately to reward greener behaviour and make it easy for people to 
make the right choices. 
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4. Finance for structural change to low carbon transportation, green buildings and food production  

 

If governments are serious about emissions reduction, they need to start investing now in wholesale 
change in every area of society.   

Our challenge is to almost totally decarbonise every single sector – and we have 40 years in which to 
achieve this.   

It will not be possible to achieve this overnight.  Achieving the emissions reductions required by 
2050 to give us a good chance of not exceeding a 2 degree temperature rise will require a deep 
understanding of the emissions reduction path for each sector, as well as a considerable amount of 
capital investment. 

Governments, either independently or collectively, need to set carbon budgets – both financial and 
emissions budgets – to meet this challenge. 
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5. To ease technological transfer to developing countries 

 

In order for developing countries to avoid the mistakes made by developed countries, we must 
support the transfer of clean technology to these countries.   

A climate deal needs to help developing countries move to renewable energy and other clean 
technologies by securing access to intellectual property for these technologies.  This is particularly 
true of innovations and technologies originally funded using public money. 

Developed countries must also make available funds and mechanisms to ensure access, distribution 
and uptake of environmentally sound climate-related technologies in developing countries. 
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6. To address global population growth 

= 750 
tonnes  

 

The issue of population growth is fundamental to the climate change debate.  The more human 
beings there are on the planet, the bigger our collective impact.  There were about 3 billion of us in 
1950, and there will be about 9 billion by 2050 – if we just carry on as usual. That’s an extra 6 billion 
in 100 years! 

Our impact is felt in many different ways – in terms of soil erosion, over-fishing, deforestation, water 
shortages, loss of species and habitats, and so on.  Most particularly, it’s felt in terms of the rising 
emissions of C02 and other greenhouse gases that we’re putting into the atmosphere, with the 
prospect of horrendous consequences by the end of the century if we can’t turn this around. 

Increases in demands on resources and in energy consumption have a huge impact on emissions; the 
average person in the developed world is responsible for 750 tonnes of carbon during their lifetime. 

Population and environmental impact are therefore inextricably intertwined.  Investments in energy 
efficiency and renewables can do a lot to help reduce that impact.  But these are unlikely to keep up 
with emissions related to the current population, let alone mitigate an increase in human numbers. 

We want governments to address this by tackling this sensitive issue in their own countries, as well 
as ensuring that current commitments for development aid remain in place and are targeted 
towards access to education and healthcare, and empowerment of women.   
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7. An adequate contribution to the adaptation fund for developing countries 

 

There are various estimates for the cost of adapting to the inevitable 2 degree rise in global 
temperature, but one thing is clear: developed countries must support developing countries to 
adapt to this change. 

The currently existing Adaptation Fund is underfunded.  Substantial funding to the developing world 
is required over the next ten years, and this will need to come from both the public and the private 
sectors. 

The latest EU commitment is not satisfying given that it is too close to the conservative end of the 
varying estimations of projected adaptation costs. 

The EU has currently committed to providing 10-30% of the international public finance needed.  We 
ask that the EU commit to finance at the top end of this range, which would more adequately reflect 
its economic and political leverage. 
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8. A global sectoral approach to emissions reduction 

 

A global sectoral approach to emissions reductions would help to overcome four key challenges with 
international carbon accounting and approaches to emissions reduction.  It would: 

o Help to prevent the leakage of emissions which occurs when manufacturing and other 
heavily polluting industries move from countries with emissions targets to those without. 

o Create the opportunity for developed countries to take responsibility for emissions related 
to imported goods, which under international carbon accounting standards are currently 
counted in the footprint of the developing countries in which the majority of these goods 
are produced. 

o Help to address emissions related to two sectors frequently excluded from emissions 
measurements and climate deals – international aviation and shipping. 

o Support data collection and transparency, making it possible to determine sectoral 
benchmarks for environmental performance.  This will incentivise companies to perform 
better and enable transfer of best practice from better to worse performing companies. 
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9. An agreement to establish mandatory targets at a national level for renewable energy 
production 

 

Renewable energy is key to reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and giving us greater energy 
security, in the face of both peak oil and increasing international conflict. 

The EU has renewable targets on a country level, and similar binding targets should be set for other 
countries.  These targets should be measurable, verifiable and reportable.  This will bring peer 
pressure on countries to act meaningfully to promote renewable energy, which is one of the 
necessary ingredients to limit emissions. 

National mandatory targets for renewable energy would encourage investment, create jobs and, 
over time, would decrease the cost of renewable energy technologies.  

Renewables targets need to be matched to the needs of countries, and appropriate technology 
deployed which takes into account environmental issues such as biodiversity and the availability of 
natural resources (here we mean resources such as the wind, sun and tides). 

Alongside this we need major changes to the electricity grid in many countries, in order to 
encourage small-scale generation by paying homeowners and organisations for the energy they 
produce but do not use, and ensuring this energy can be used by others.   
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10. For all countries to establish a ministry dedicated to climate change to ensure implementation 
of agreed targets 

 

A dedicated climate change ministry would achieve many things.   

It would send a message to the people of each country that their government is taking climate 
change seriously and that there is political will to act on promises made nationally and at 
Copenhagen. 

It would establish resources, both financial and non-financial, to support the practical 
implementation on measures to mitigate and adapt to climate change, and would be accountable 
for meeting national targets. 

A dedicated climate change ministry would ensure that climate change is not sidelined by other 
issues and that there is someone dedicated to pushing projects and targets forward at a ministerial 
level. 
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In conclusion 

The UNFCCC says “The existing legally binding agreement which governs carbon emissions expires in 
2012.  In order to take mankind into a sustainable and equitable future, an ambitious new deal 
needs to be agreed this year.” 

We echo this sentiment, and hope our presentation of what we believe would be both ambitious 
and acceptable has been clear.  We urge you to take these priorities forward in your organisation, 
your country and at Copenhagen. 

 

 


